KINGS CONTRIVANCE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2009
Approved________________________


The regular board meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Barb Seely.  Board members Evan Coren, Lorraine Kelly, Fred Niziol, and Marguerite Walsh and Village Manager Anne Brinker were present. Board member Sara Dillier and Council Representative Shari Zaret were absent. County Council member Jen Terrasa and resident Roy Appletree were also in attendance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

The agenda was approved unanimously as amended removing the council representative report and adding 15 minutes to the discussion of CB 58 and CB 59.  The minutes of the November 4, 2009 board meeting were approved unanimously.  
RESIDENT SPEAK OUT

Lorraine voiced surprise by the extent of tree clearing being done along the Little Patuxent River in order to make way for the parallel sewer pipeline. She contacted the County to ask if they would reforest the area and is waiting for a reply. Jen said a resident contacted her wanting to know if a gravel pathway can be made once the work is done.
DISCUSSION OF CB 60
Jen stated that this bill would require cable companies to maintain their equipment, prohibit companies from stringing cables in trees, shrubs, or anywhere else off the ground, and enable the cable administrator to fine cable companies that don’t adhere to these provisions.   Lorraine asked that cable companies be required to notify residents before beginning work on their property. Fred questioned whether a cable company could be regulated if telephone lines were bundled in the cables. Jen said that she believed they could still be regulated, but she will verify it. Fred asked if the County was conducting periodic service evaluations of the cable companies as is allowed in the Franchise Act. Fred also said that if the County is allowed to conduct the evaluations, there may currently be safeguards in place that would force the companies to maintain their equipment. Jen said that this bill would ensure that the Cable Administrator could take action if the company did not comply. After discussion, Evan made a motion, seconded by Lorraine, to support CB 60 with the additional recommendations that cable box maintenance be performed within 15 days of the work request and that property owners be advised of work in advance.  The motion passed with Barb and Marguerite in favor and Fred opposed.
DISCUSSION OF CB 58 AND CB 59
Evan handed out his notes on the proposed bills (file copy attached). Jen said that the response overall to the proposed bills has been positive, although most people think more work is needed. Jen gave out the Downtown Revitalization Phasing Plan (attached) and said that the bills probably won’t be voted on until February so the initial testimony can focus on the broad topics. Barb suggested that the process approved for village centers in CB 29 be applied to downtown devolvement. Jen stated that the phases of the Community Enhancements, Programs, and Public Amenities (CEPPA) chart are tied to development markers, not time.  Fred suggested that the steps be hooked together in order to clearly connect the product of one step with the following step. Jen reminded the board members that testimony on the bill can be seen on the County website. The board questioned why GGP is named in the bills and asked if that could create problems if the land was sold. Jen explained that GGP “and successor” is implied and that if passed, the zoning would run with the land. 
Barb asked Roy Appletree, of the Full Spectrum Housing Coalition, what his main concerns were. Roy stated that he is concerned that there are no specific percentages for affordable housing. Furthermore, he would like to know that the percentage that is set for downtown is always maintained. The trust fund GGP has mentioned would work in addition to committing to a percentage of affordable housing, but on its own is not sufficient. Roy also said that although he supports the bills, there are critical issues that need to be addressed to make sure that this major development is flexible. Evan asked that the loose language (such as could, may, and shall) be changed to more appropriate and exact words. Jen stated that the next work session would be on Nov. 23. The board supported the CEPPA concept, and was pleased that the bills would end the role of the original petitioner, and that their request that the villages and CA be notified of downtown development was included in the bill. The board had the following concerns: current proposed parking is not sufficient, must ensure that the bills are enforceable, the percentage of affordable housing must be stated, the 5500 dwelling units need to be distributed over the 3 phases, the downtown development process should be similar to the one outlined in CB 29, and the possibility for an automobile bridge over Lake Kittamaqundi should be removed. After discussion, the board voted unanimously to support CB 58 and CB 59 with the aforementioned provisions.
BOARD MEMBER SPEAK OUT

Evan stated that his commute to and from DC during the week was too much to continue and that he plans to move to DC in the near future. Marguerite said that she is displeased to see the sandwich signs still in the village. Anne said that she spoke with Nancy Tucker at GGP and was told that GGP is working on the issue. Anne also said that Stevi sent a letter to Kimco stating that the signs are against GGP’s covenants and need to be removed immediately. Barb suggested that Anne go to each merchant and ask them to take in their sign. Anne said that GGP must be accountable and enforce their own covenants. The board agreed to give GGP and Kimco until the second meeting in December to remove the signs or the board will send a letter to Nancy Tucker and Greg Hamm. On a related note, Anne told the board that she spoke with the General Manager of Harris Teeter about the “stop for pedestrian” signs in front of the store. The manager agreed that the signs can be moved back to the middle of the road when employees go to the parking lot to retrieve the carts. Fred reminded board members that the Ho. Co. Huntington Park Playground’s ribbon cutting ceremony is on Saturday, Nov. 21 at 9 am.  Anne asked for clarification on the board’s role in supporting the care packages for troops. After discussion, Barb made a motion, seconded by Evan, to cover shipping costs up to $150.  The motion passed unanimously.
CHAIR’S REPORT

Barb had nothing to report.
MANAGER’S REPORT

The manager’s report (file copy attached) was submitted in writing.  *Item #2:  Very good meeting between the associations and the police department. Anne will adopt several of the police department’s suggestions, including making a copy of a state/government photo ID when someone signs a contract.  
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Anne Brinker, Village Manager
