KINGS CONTRIVANCE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2009
Approved________________________


The regular board meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Barb Seely.  Board members Evan Coren, Lorraine Kelly, Fred Niziol, Marguerite Walsh and Sara Dillier, Council Representative Shari Zaret, Covenant Advisor Stephanie Moore, Operations Coordinator Jill Bartos, and four residents were present.  Village Manager Anne Brinker was absent.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

The agenda was approved unanimously.  The minutes of the September 2, 2009 board meeting were approved unanimously with Marguerite abstaining.
ARCHITECTURAL ISSUES

9571 Many Mile Mews – No further action will be taken since the violations have been cleared up.  9411 Spring Water Path – The owner, Mr. Seymour, was present.  After discussion, the board decided to take no action at this time.  They advised the owner to submit an application for the shed to be placed in a location behind the line of the house.
RESIDENT SPEAK OUT

Janet Esch, a member of the Dorsey Hall Garden Club, handed out a brochure designed by the club to educate residents about green gardening practices such as composting, fertilizing and planting native species (file copy attached).  Fred said he would give her name to the members of the HC Environmental Sustainability Project that he is involved with.  Shari stated that CA is looking at mowing practices and determining which areas can be returned to open grassland and native species planted.  Lorraine suggested that information be placed in the Crown Prints, encouraging residents to question their lawn care company about what chemicals are being used and reminding homeowners that they are responsible for keeping storm drains free of leaves.  Shari recommended that Janet contact the Watershed Advisory Committee so that this information can be included in committee reports to CA.  Evan recommended that she get in touch with the KC Environmental Committee.  Janet said that the brochure is being used in the elementary schools.
Stevi told Shari that she thinks CA should send a certified letter to residents who encroach onto CA open space.  Lorraine advised Stevi to submit a written request to Shari.  Stevi told Marguerite that she has contacted Nancy Tucker at GGP regarding the sandwich signs in the village center.  Lorraine suggested that the merchants could take turns displaying their signs.
Lorraine spoke out about the open space near Keepsake Way needing to be reseeded and being mowed too frequently.  She would like Kimco to bolt down the stop signs outside of Harris Teeter as well as possibly striping the whole crosswalk area.  Lorraine also asked that a handicap ramp be placed near KC Liquors.
REAPPOINTMENT OF RAC MEMBERS

Fred made a motion, seconded by Evan, to reappoint current RAC members.  The motion passed unanimously.
WORK SESSION ON BOARD GOALS

The board discussed how to accomplish the 2010 goals and added objectives to the goals (file copy attached).  Jill will make the revisions for the board to approve at the next meeting.
BOARD MEMBER SPEAK OUT

Evan announced that the Town Center GPA has been released and is online.  Discussion followed.  Barb stated that Anne will schedule a date for Councilwoman Terrasa to meet with the board to discuss the amendment and help prepare our testimony.  Shari advised everyone to review the online document prior to meeting with Jen.
Fred reported that he met today with Lindsay DeMarzo, Sustainability Outreach Coor. and Gary Weinberg, volunteer, of the HC Office of Environmental Sustainability (HCOES).  This pilot partnership project involves seven communities in Howard County, including Springbreeze Community Association, and our village board.  They will be discussing recommendations for architectural guidelines and covenants as well as “best practices” for homeowner associations on issues such as waste management and storm water management.  Fred will keep the board informed on upcoming meetings.
Marguerite asked if board members would like to get involved again in cleaning up the section of Eden Brook Drive which our board adopted a few years ago.  Barb suggested that they discuss with Anne if anything needs to be done to re-adopt the road.

COUNCIL REP’S REPORT

Shari reported on recent CA committee meetings:

· The fourth pre-budget worksession will be held on October 22

· The budget committee unanimously approved KC budget requests

· Over 100 people attended the Symphony Woods presentations at Slayton House.  Shari will write-up an article for the Crown Prints
· At a recent P&S Committee meeting, Phil Nelson presented his reorganization plan, including:
· making the CA budget documents more user-friendly and understandable
· reorganizing the CA staff to re-focus CA as a service organization using a “team member” approach

· The staff and board retreat, scheduled for November 13 & 14, will look at strategic issues and the board process, including shorter meetings
· The ERC:

· will hold a village roundtable in January to discuss village revitalization
· met with state delegations and discussed how economic fallout is affecting taxes and transportation.  The committee will be examining local buses and MARC service and looking at alternatives to driving
· Performance Oversight: the CSS computer system is being installed; IT positions may be added 
Shari read a letter sent by the CA Board to the HC Planning Board regarding CA’s position on the General Plan Amendment for Town Center (file copy attached).  The board would like to partner with Howard County and work together to reach a consensus on issues that impact all parties.  The board also asked that the ZRA 102 be rejected and sent back to DPZ for rewrite in accordance with the newly approved GPA.
CHAIR’S REPORT

Barb received an email from a resident, thanking the board and staff for responding to the resident’s concerns about crime in the village center (file copy attached).
VILLAGE OFFICE REPORT

The Village Office Report (file copy attached) was submitted in writing.  The board officially commended the staff for helping the office run smoothly during Anne’s absence.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill Bartos, Operations Coordinator
